
57 

Education and Culture Committee 

Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 

Includem 

Introduction 

1. Includem welcomes the Children and Young People’s Bill and the aim of putting 

children and young people at the heart of planning and delivery of services 

ensuring their rights are respected. However, we have some concerns about how 

effective the provisions of the Bill will be in achieving its objectives particularly for 

the most vulnerable young people and believe that a greater shift towards early 

intervention is required, and a recognition that this is not only applicable for the 

early years. 

2. For most of Scotland’s children, family remain the most important source of 

support and yet are barely mentioned throughout the Bill. In order to put ‘children 

and young people at the heart of planning and delivery of services’ we strongly 

believe that the vital role of families should be more fully recognised. In the parts 

of the Bill which deal with vulnerable families, while we welcome the 

strengthening of the role of kinship carers and corporate parents, it is an 

significant omission to neither acknowledge nor support the role of parents and 

families, more generally. We also feel that a Children’s Rights Impact 

Assessment should be undertaken for this Bill. 

Part 1: Rights of children 

3. Includem fully supports the full incorporation of the UNCRC into Scottish 

domestic law and endorses Together’s evidence to Committee.  

Part 3: Children’s services planning 

4. Includem believes that children’s service planning should be reflected in 

community planning and Single Outcome Agreements. 

Part 4: Provision of named person 

5. In terms of the most vulnerable and excluded children and young people in 

society Includem is concerned that this provision as it stands will not be useful, 

and may even just add unnecessary additional people into young people’s lives. 

In particular this is based on our experience of young people who are not 

engaged with education and find themselves moving between different education 

placements or not attending any education at all. We also believe that young 

people should have a say in who their named person is. 

Part 5: Child’s Plan 

6. Generally, Includem is in agreement with the provisions set out in the Bill relating 

to the provision and setting up of a child’s plan, and welcome the move towards 

making service provision more integrated and less onerous for families. However, 

we feel strongly that children’s and their parents’ views must be taken into 
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consideration in the preparation of a child’s plan. While we recognise that there 

may be times where on grounds of safety some parents may need to be excluded 

from planning around the child, as a matter of general principle, the inclusion of 

parents in planning for their children should be adhered to.  

Part 7: Corporate parenting 

7. Includem welcomes the Bill’s definition of corporate parenting responsibilities and 

the policy intention to move away from ‘corporate’ thinking to acting more like a 

‘parent’ would; looked after children need family support even more than other 

children do. However, we would urge a note of caution here and request that the 

Committee scrutinise these proposals with particular attention. The parents of 

many looked after children still retain some parenting responsibilities, and even 

where they do not, many looked after children return to their parents when they 

leave care. The relationship between corporate parents and parents is not explicit 

in the Bill and there are potential tensions and required collaborations which need 

to be teased out and addressed in robust guidance. 

8. When a child becomes looked after all those with parenting responsibilities need 

to be recognised and involved appropriately. It is important this includes parents 

and any relatives acting informally on temporary or respite basis as kinship 

carers, as well as all the corporate parents laid out in the bill.  

9. There should be a requirement for collaboration between those with parenting 

responsibilities (including parents) when a child has to move placements, 

including leaving care, to assist with the smooth transition. Placement moves are 

a particularly difficult time for looked after children. Just as when a child has to 

move from living with one parent to another the need for collaboration is 

paramount. Furthermore the link between kinships carers (formal or informal) and 

parents is a distinct and particularly important relationship to recognise. These 

are the people that will remain in the young person's life as they grow up. 

10. Therefore we feel strongly that this provision must explicitly take account of 

parents and other individuals with parental rights or responsibilities 

Part 8: Aftercare 

11. We are fully in support of the proposals that local authorities should extend their 

parenting responsibilities up to the age of 26; it is important that this should be a 

duty to provide rather than simply to request as this most vulnerable group of 

young people should be guaranteed the help they need.  

12. We add our voice to Barnardo’s, Aberlour and others in calling for a broader 

definition of care leaver to include those who have been looked after, but were no 

longer looked after at the age they leave school and for an automatic serious 

case review (by amending the Looked After Children Regulations (Scotland) 

2009) in the event of the death of a care leaver up till the age of 36. 

13. We are also supportive of Who Cares Scotland? proposed addition to allow 

young people to return to being accommodated and obtain support up to the age 

of 26 years old.  
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Part 9: Counselling Services 

14. A definition of counselling services is required in terms of what these 

interventions could consist of and who would be eligible. Counselling services 

must be in line with, and complement, the Child’s plan and take into account 

corporate parenting plans. Includem believe these services should be available 

where the level of support needs calls for it regardless of what placement type i.e. 

kinship care, foster care or at home. 

15. Placement breakdowns are incredibly destructive for young people. This bill 

provides a golden opportunity to put in place preventative measures to help 

parents and carers provide these vital supportive relationships, improve the 

stability of placements and the quality of childhoods. 

Part 10: Support for kinship care 

16. Includem endorses Children 1st evidence on this provision. We are supportive of 

the Bill’s provisions around kinship care, but would like to see these provisions 

strengthened so that all local authorities will be obliged to offer a minimum level 

of support to kinship carers throughout Scotland. 

Includem 
26 July 2013 

 
 


